Of these five plays, Jan Vos's version, which deviated considerably from the others, was undoubtedly the most successful in its own time. Following its first performance in Amsterdam in 1641, it became by far the most popular play in the Dutch Republic, and maybe even in Northern Europe as a whole. Performed at least 100 times in the Amsterdam theater, it continued to hold the stage well into the eighteenth century.8 The printed text ran through at least 34 editions (see illustration 1), and was translated into Latin (as Aran et Titus, mutua vindicatio, in 1658) and German (various translations).9 The Dutch version was also taken abroad by the famous Dutch playing company of Jan-Baptist van Fornenbergh to be performed at the courts of German and Swedish princes.10 It was in Vos's heavily adapted version, then, that most European audiences became acquainted with the Titus material. In terms of contemporary impact, Aran en Titus has a stronger claim to being a major landmark in seventeenthcentury theatrical history than Titus Andronicus. 
